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Our Common life here at Pathways is not based on what each of believes about God or what religious ideas each of us believes in or what religious or non-religious language each of uses.  What sustains us is this - coming together and promising to treat each other respectfully, in language our youngest can understand: we promise to play nice together, include everyone.
 
We are a covenantal community. That means we make promises to each other. We are making community, a promise keeping community, a life giving community - not a creedal community, a life guarding community.    
 
We provide the sun, and the soil, and the water of life here at Pathways – you grow.   Pathways is like a garden for your soul, your personality.  It’s a special garden.  You, me, each and every one of us are the things that grow and we are also the gardeners.  It’s our job to tend the soil, let in the sun and bring the water.
This water you’ve brought today, not only is it special water to you, it is also a symbol. It stands for something else. It represents where you’ve been and what’s important to you, but it also represents YOU. You are the source of life, the living water for each other.
Water – faucets, damns, drought,  - water stops sometimes. There is no rain, the river doesn’t flow, and then there is no life.  When we hold back on the promises we make to each other, when we do not respect each other’s differences, when we must have things only our way, when it must be in only our words, when we don’t play nice with others, the community doesn’t live and thrive
 
Everything is much better in flow, athletes in the zone for example, when they just can’t miss.   You must have felt like this before. Even when you’re just having a great day, when everything is going right and you don’t want it to end.  
Everything lives where the river flows, let your heart open, remember why you first came to Pathways, live out of that place that cause love and justice and peace to flow out from you to this community and from this community to the world around us.
Let the life giving spirit Pathways has to offer sustain you and recognize yourself as part of the source that holds up others, creating that movement of positive energy where everything not only lives, but is alive and vibrant and happy and full of love.
Everything lives where the river flows. 
