
Date______________ 

 
 
Massachusetts State House 
Room ____ 
24 Beacon Street 
Boston, MA 02133 
 
Dear Judiciary Committee Member  _______________________________, 

I am writing because I am outraged by the injustices in our state toward our lower income and minority citizens in 

relation to the criminal justice system. I ask you to support several bills to reform the Commonwealth’s systems of 

justice and corrections this session. With your vote on the Judiciary Committee, these important reforms can be 

considered by the Legislature. The bills are as follows. 

1. An act to Increase Neighborhood Safety and Opportunity – (S 64 Chang-Diaz) (H 1429 Keefe). This Omnibus Bill 

will improve the state’s criminal justice system, and re-invest the money saved into education and job training.  

2. Repeal Mandatory Minimums – (S 786 Creem) (H 1620 Swan) to allow judges to determine sentences to fit the 

crime for drug offenders. These laws contribute to the cost of prison and jails, and to their overcrowding.  

3. Pre-trial and Bail reform – (S 802 Donnelly) (H 1584 Sannicandro), to transition from a bail system based on 

ability to pay, to a system to determine if someone is not a danger to others, and will appear in court.   

4. End collateral sanctions at the Registry of Motor Vehicles – (S 1812 Chandler) (H 3039 Malia), to remove the 

penalty that a drug offender loses driving privileges for up to five years and pay $500 or more to reinstate. The 

Senate passed this bill unanimously in September. Please influence House colleagues to do the same.  

5. Restorative justice – (S 71 Eldridge) (H 1313 Garbally), to provide an opportunity for offenders to repair the 

harm caused by the event, as opposed to adjudication, punishment and incarceration. 

6. Expungement – (S  810 Eldridge) (H 1248), to permanently erase from public record: certain offenses made by 

juveniles and young adults;  and false and mistaken accusations made against adults who have been exonerated.  

7. Extraordinary Medical Placement – (S 843 Jehlen) (H 1628 Toomey), to release terminally ill inmates to the 

community. The state spends vast resources to care for seriously ill incarcerated people who are no longer are a 

threat to public safety. We are one of the few states without this law.  

8. Caregivers bill—(H 1382 Holmes) to establish community-based sentencing alternatives for primary caretakers 

of dependent children, charged with non-violent crimes, to alleviate harm to families and communities.  

9. Solitary confinement – (S 1255 Eldridge) (H 1475 Malia) to ensure appropriate use of segregation in prisons and 

jails that will also reduce recidivism and curb unnecessary spending.  

  

Numbers one to five are endorsed by the bi-partisan Harm Reduction and Drug Law Reform Caucus, led by Rep. Tom 

Sannicandro (D-Ashland) and Sen. Jamie Eldridge, (D-Acton). I encourage you to join the caucus, if you haven’t yet.  

We must work together to end one of the worst travesties of our time – mass incarceration, and to offer economic 

opportunities in communities hardest hit by poverty, drugs, mental illness, racism and hopelessness. Because you are a 

member of the Judiciary Committee, I call upon you to use your influence to reform our state’s judicial and correctional 

systems and to restore justice for all, regardless of race, class or mental health.  We need justice reform now.  

Sincerely, 

Signature ______________________________________Printed Name _______________________________________   

Address _______________________Town_______________         Email _______________________________________    


