
Story and Reading to go with the sermon “Canoeing the Mountains” by Rev. Tony Lorenzen 

STORY: The Parable of the Raft from the Buddhist scriptures  
 
The Buddha said: "Suppose a man were traveling along a path. He would see a great 
expanse of water, with the near shore scary, and dangerous, and risky, the far shore 
was peaceful and safe and free,  but there wasn’t  a ferryboat or a bridge going from 
this shore to the other. The man thought, 'Here is this great body of water, and the 
shore I am on is scary and dangerous, but the other shore looks safe and peaceful and 
bright. Without a boat or a bridge I can’t get across. The man sat and thought for a 
while. Then he had an idea.  I know what to do, he thought, I will gather grass, twigs, 
branches, and leaves and use vines to tie them together to make a small  raft. I could 
paddle with my hands and feet while lying on the raft and make it  safely to  the other 
shore.  So that’s what the man did. He made a small raft of twigs and branches and he 
made across to the other shore. When he was safely on the far shore, he thought, 'How 
useful this raft has been to me!  Because of the raft I made it here safely to this shore. I 
am going to carry this raft with me  on my head or on my back, so I can safely cross 
over to the next shore when I come to the next river or lake. So he picked up his raft, 
hoisted it onto his back and began to walk off into the distance. He was very pleased 
with himself for taking the raft along and he hummed a happy tune as he walked.  
 
 What do YOU think? Do you think the man was smart for carrying the raft with him on 
his back? 
 
READING: An Excerpt from “Canoeing the Mountains” by Tod Bolsinger 
 
“Meriwether Lewis was about to realize the dream of centuries.  His name and his 
Corps would be remembered as the discoverers of the highly prized Northwest 
Passage. He looked forward to letting the current swifty whisk them to the Pacific. They 
would crest the hill and coast to the finish line. In front of him was not a gentle slope and 
navigable river,  but the Rocky Mountains… There was no Northwest Passage. No 
navigabe river. No water route.  
 
At that moment everything Lewis had imagined about his journey changed. He thought 
the hardest part was behind him, but in truth everything they had accoplished was only 
a prelude to what was in front of them. 
 
Lewis and Clark and the Corps of Discovery were about to go off the map and into 
uncharted territory. They would have to change plans, give up expectations, even 
reframe their entire mission. What lay before them was nothing like what was behind 
them. The true adventure - the real discovery - was just beginning.” 
 
 
 


